FROM THE PASTOR

Shockingly, a recent poll showed that a quarter of people who
describe themselves as Christians in Great Britain do not believe in the Resurrection of Jesus, a survey commissioned by
the BBC suggests. What would such a poll in the US tell us? I
cannot say, but what is certain is that if Christ is not Risen,
our hope is in vain.
Imagine you discovered tomorrow that Christ did not really
rise from the dead. Ask yourself, sincerely, would this change
anything about the way you live? Would life be basically the
same? What difference, really, does the Resurrection make in
our life?
The Sadducees, who in this Sunday’s Gospel, deny that there is a Resurrection, confront Jesus with a Mosaic conundrum. They make a fictional argument based on the Levirate law. Having spun the tale of a poor woman, who marries and is then widowed by seven brothers, they ask whose wife she will be in the resurrection.
The Levirate law dictated that the brother of a deceased man is obliged to marry his brother’s widow, and the widow
is obliged to marry her deceased husband’s brother.
At the root of all this is money and inheritance. Religious professor Tikva Frymer-Kensky points out the economic
implications of a levirate marriage: ‘The first child born to the brother’s widow would be deemed the heir of the
deceased brother, and entitled to claim the deceased brother’s share of the inheritance. If the deceased brother was
the firstborn son, the levirate child’s inheritance was the double share to which the deceased was entitled. However,
if the deceased brother were childless, the living brother would be entitled to inherit an increased share, of if the oldest surviving son a double share of the increased share.’
In other words, the Sadducees betray what is in their heart. Since they do not believe in the resurrection, heaven is
closed for them, and they fixate on property and money at all costs. The Levirate law was made not to protect the
wellbeing of a widow, but to make sure the family’s land and inheritance did not leave the clan. Very sad.
We, on the other hand, are a people who not only believe in the Resurrection, but can already experience it in Jesus
Christ. We have just celebrated this fact over three wonderful days this past week: Halloween, the eve of All Hallows, in which we mocked the demons and evil spirits, because they have been despoiled and vanquished; All Saints
Day, where we celebrated a great multitude, of every race and tongue, who live in the fullness of the resurrection;
and All Souls Day, the commemoration of al the Faithful Departed, those whom we pray for and whom we know
with certainty are not gone forever, but who await us on the shore of the Resurrection.
The event of the Resurrection is not something that happened two thousand years ago, neither is it something we
believe theologically. It is an event that is experienced in our life. This experience changes the way we live. It makes
Heaven present for us now.
One way we can experience the Resurrection is in the Catechesis for Adults and Youth which is every Monday and
Thursday at 8:00pm in the McCarthy Center. I hope you can join us this week. The Resurrection of Christ changes
everything in our life. I invite you to Come and Listen.
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