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FROM FR. JASON 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
This Thursday is Independence Day. Many will be grilling and looking for a place 
to watch a fireworks display. Perhaps some will be trying to avoid the crowds and 
the noise of the fireworks. During all this, let us not forget that there are places 
where the only ‘fireworks’ are artillery, and the only noise is the sound of violence 
and war. Let us truly appreciate our freedom! And let us not forget to thank God 
who is the source of freedom! Some are deceived and think they can find freedom 
and happiness by excluding God. Pope St. John Paul II reminds us, “The greatest 
deception, and the deepest source of unhappiness, is the illusion of finding life by 
excluding God, of finding freedom by excluding moral truths and personal respon-

sibility.” Instead, let us remember, dependence on God makes us truly independent! Happy Independence 
Day! 
 
Speaking about finding true freedom through dependence on God, this Saturday we will celebrate the feast of St. 
Maria Goretti. On June 25, 1950, Pope Pius XII canonized Maria at a Mass which both her mother and her 
murderer attended. The details are chilling of how this 11-year-old girl bravely thwarted her attempted assaulter’s 
regular unwanted advances, and then forgave him on her deathbed for his violent attack. But the details of her - and 
her murderer’s – sad family life, the miracle that, after years of being belligerently unrepentant, led to her murderer’s 
conversion and to her mother’s acceptance of his apology, are truly amazing! 
 
Born in Italy on October 16, 1890, into a farming family, Maria’s father died when she was about 9, leaving her wid-
owed mother, Assunta, with six children. With no social services or other means of support, Assunta ‘hired’ herself 
and her children out to a landowner, offering their crops for their rent. A neighbor, Giovanni Serenelli and his son, 
Alessandro, helped the Goretti family. But Giovanni was a drunkard who beat Alessandro and Alessandro, though 
many years older than Maria, lusted for her. Maria sought her mother’s protection, but Alessandro had threatened to 
kill them both - setting the scene for a tragic ‘ending.’ The then 19-year-old, angry Alessandro forced himself on the 
11-year-old child who rebuffed his attacks; so he stabbed her 14 times, leaving her for dead. After lingering in pain 
for 20 hours, enduring operations with no anesthesia, and being told she would die, she forgave her murderer. On 
July 6, 1902, Maria died after receiving the Last Rites; the last image she saw in this world was of our Blessed Moth-
er. In art, Saint Maria Goretti is often depicted with our Blessed Mother, holding lilies, a symbol of her virginal puri-
ty, and palm branches, a symbol of her triumph over death. 
  
The police nabbed Alessandro as a mob sought to lynch him. With overwhelming evidence against him, he con-
fessed his crime, but as a minor, was sentenced to 30 years of hard labor. He remained obstinate, refused visits from 
clergy, and seemed hopelessly lost - until after about 6 years in prison - he experienced what some consider Saint 
Maria Goretti’s first miracle. In a vision that melted his heart and changed his life, Maria appeared to Alessandro, 
offering him 14 white lilies - one for each stab wound - which turned into white flames. Over time, he became a 
model prisoner, sought sacramental forgiveness, and was released 3 years before his term was up. He im-
mediately sought forgiveness from Maria's mother, who said, “If my daughter can forgive him, and God 
can forgive him, who am I to withhold forgiveness?” He testified to Maria’s holiness in the hearings for her 
cause for Sainthood. After leaving prison, he entered a Capuchin monastery, serving as a gardener, and remained a 
lay brother until his death on May 6, 1970.  
  
The canonization Mass for Saint Maria Goretti was so crowded, it was the first held outdoors, in Saint Peter’s 
Square. She still is our youngest canonized Saint, and the only Saint whose mother attended the canonization. May 
Maria’s example of purity and forgiveness move our hearts to reject sin and be more merciful! Saint Maria Goretti, 
pray for us!           
            Peace, 


