FROM FR. JASON

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Cardinal Tobin, in his weekly newsletter, Rejozce in the Lord, referenced in the
August 6, 2026 edition Pope Leo XIV’s Angelus Message from July 19, 2026. 1
reproduced it below. May it help us to live our parish mission!

A Message from Pope Leo XIV: In the One Christ, We are One
Dear brothers and sisters, happy Sunday!
Following the parable of the Sower, Jesus continues to address the crowds

using a series of images: the good wheat and the weeds, the mustard seed and
the yeast in the dough (cf. Mt 13:24-43).

These three short parables recall the coming of the Kingdom of God in history, its action in human lives,
and the way it grows, expands and transforms the world from within. Through these images, Jesus warns us
against the temptation of thinking that God is a powerful figure who imposes himself by force, who takes
over and dominates, or who arrives triumphantly. Instead, God favors smallness, a sign of his discreet love,
by which he leaves us free to accept or reject him. His love makes its presence felt even among the weeds,
acts in a hidden and invisible way like the smallest of all seeds, and leavens the dough without making a
sound.

Brothers and sisters, through these parables, Jesus reveals something important about the manner in
which God works in our lives and in history. We sometimes expect God to do something spectacular; we
want him to intervene from on high, immediately uprooting the weeds of evil. We imagine a strong and
powerful God, and, unfortunately, we also model our way of being Christians and way of being the Church
on this image. However, the Kingdom of God spreads even amidst the weeds, requiring us to train our vi-
sion so we can discern the good that sprouts despite the darkness of evil, and avoiding rash judgments. It
comes like the smallest of seeds and thus calls for patience in accompanying these processes, so that we can
recognize it in the little things of daily life and in the simplicity of ordinary existence. It grows invisibly like
yeast in flour, and so we are freed from discouragement and invited to have faith even when it seems that
God is absent. In fact, he is always with us, and his love is always ready to help us.

God’s way of acting must also become the way in which we live, both as individuals and as the Church,
amidst the reality that surrounds us. We are called to adopt a Gospel-centered approach, without hastily op-
posing others through arrogant judgments, without imposing ourselves through power and force, and with-
out losing trust in God’s work. As the then-Cardinal Ratzinger said, it is a matter of submitting ourselves to
the logic of the seed — which is not that of success and greatness, but that of making ourselves small and
serving others (cf. Address to Catechists and Religion Teachers, 10 December 2000). In this way, we will become
like small seeds of the Gospel that sprout, and leavens of love that transform the dough of the world.

Let us ask the Blessed Virgin Mary, who knew how to welcome the seed of the Word in her smallness, to

sustain us on our journey and intercede for us.
(Angelus Message, Piazza della 1iberta (Castel Gandolfo), Sunday, July 19, 2026)
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